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Looking at football
from a different

point of view

Fund Prices/Mvmts
Heritage Fund 69.6 13.1
Alpha Fund 66.4 Stdy
Beta Fund 52.0 Stdy
Chi Fund 63.1 6.8
Line Fund       103.9 6.2

Rec’d Fund     69.6 2.0
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Results in Review
MAFL Funds
If your happiness depends
upon the success of a team
whose record is 4 wins and
16 losses, I think it’s fair to
expect that you’re going to
spend a lot of time frowning.
Such was the experience for
most Investors this
weekend, with the Eagles’
capitulation to the Hawks
resulting in a net 2% loss on
the weekend for those with
the Recommended Portfolio,
a 2½% loss for MIN#001,
and a 13% loss for
MIN#002.
Amongst  the remaining
Investors, MIN#005 was the
only Investor to make a
profit  (up about 0.7%), and
MIN#015 broke even having
had no bets in play.
So the various positions of
the portfolios are now as
reflected in the table below.
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Surprisal

Ah, a cursed ‘Very
Predictable’ round:
seven victorious
favourites and an
inevitable loss for those
with the Recommended
Portfolio.

That makes it nine ‘Very
Predictable’ rounds that
we’ve had this season,
meaning that they’ve
constituted almost one-
half of all rounds.

Combined such rounds
have produced a net loss
of just under 65½c for
Investors with the
Recommended Portfolio.

Tipping
MAFL Tipsters averaged 5.32 correct tips this weekend, the ninth highest
average of the season. The standard deviation of performances across tipsters
was also high: 0.95 tips, the third highest of the season.

Reflecting this, individual performances varied from a high of 8 to a low of just
4.  The  8s  were  recorded  by  MM11  and  MM12  and  the  7s  by  MM10,  BKB  and
Chi. MARS and SMM23 were amongst the tipsters bagging just 4.

The three wins that tripped up most tipsters were St Kilda’s, Collingwood’s and
Carlton’s. Combined the average score for these three games was less than 1 tip.

The breakdown of tipster performances across the round appears in the table at right.

In overall tipping BKB continues to lead, now on 121 from 168 (72%), followed by CTL on 116 (69%) then
Shadow and Chi on 115 (68%). Last position remains filled jointly by MM40, MM41 and MM44 all on 95 from
168 (57%).

Looking  just  at  the  last  5  rounds,  SUM  leads  on  29  from  40  (72½%),  then  comes  SMM33  on  28  from  40
(70%) and then MM12, MM13, SMM3, SMM5, SMM6, SMM11, SMM13 and UM all on 27 from 40 (67½%).

Running totals for all tipsters appear in pictorial form in the Appendix.
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Team Quarter-by-Quarter Analysis
Here are the teams’ quarter-by-quarter performance details.

In the Alternative Premierships we still have the Cats leading 6 of them and the Pies and the Hawks leading 1
each.

The Dees, however, in winning a 3rd quarter this weekend, have
surrendered one of their Spoons and now hold only 6 of them.
West Coast now holds the Spoon for During the 2nd Quarter and
the Lions holds it for During the 4th Quarter. Earlier in the
season I recall commenting that the Lions’ poor 4th quarter
form would cost them at some stage in the season. This week,
their abysmal 4th quarter performance cost them a shot at a
finals berth.

On the Total Quarters Won table, the Cats still lead and the
Hawks remain 2nd, still a distant 11½ quarters behind. The Pies
remain 3rd, now three quarters behind, and the Dogs hold 4th, a
further two quarters back.

Melbourne remain last and still can only be relied upon to win
only about 1 of the 4 quarters each weekend.

West Coast, in 15th, are not much better, having won around
31½% of the quarters in which they’ve participated.
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Team Ratings Update
Yet again this week three teams grabbed more than 4 ratings points: Port Adelaide (4.92), St Kilda (4.52),
and Collingwood (4.15). All recorded victories of 45 point or more.

The five other gainers were Hawthorn (3.85), Western Bulldogs (2.55), Carlton (1.30), Richmond (0.72), and
the Geelong (0.64).

Combined, these movements, along with the corresponding ratings point reductions for their respective
opponents, have produced the following:

Geelong’s rating is, by the way, now over 5 ratings points higher than it was at the end of season 2007 and is
now within about 9 ratings points of that achieved by the Dons at the end of season 2000.

Whilst the teams comprising the MARS Top 8 are again unchanged this week, there has been yet more
reordering with Adelaide being knocked back into 5th, the Bulldogs and Collingwood leaping into 3rd and 4th

respectively, Sydney being shunted into 6th, and St Kilda and the Roos swapping positions 7 and 8.

Here are the full MARS Rankings:

Given that the competition final 8 is now settled, it’s interesting to look back at MARS ratings and note the
correspondence between the MARS Top 8 and the final top 8. This correspondence can be summarised as
follows:

The MARS Top 8 contained all 8 finalists in Rounds 19 through 21
The MARS Top 8 contained 7 finalists in Rounds 4 through 6 and Rounds 15 through 18
The MARS Top 8 contained 6 finalists in Rounds 2 and 3 and Rounds 7 through 14
The MARS Top 8 contained 5 finalists initially and at the end of Round 1

Put another way, from the end of Round 4 onwards the MARS Top 8 at no stage contained fewer than 6 of the
eventual finalists.
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Here’s the latest competition ladder:

Geelong have extended their winning streak to 12. The only other team with a winning streak longer than 2
is Collingwood, whose streak stands at 3. Only two teams have losing streaks extending beyond 2 games:
Essendon and Fremantle each with streaks of 3.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The MARS Top 8 now aligns with the eight teams that will play in the finals in September.

The games for the final round are as follows:
Fremantle v Collingwood (Subiaco)
Kangaroos v Port Adelaide (M.C.G)
Geelong v West Coast (Kardinia Park)
Adelaide v Western Bulldogs (Football Park)
Carlton v Hawthorn (Docklands)
Sydney v Brisbane Lions (S.C.G)
Melbourne v Richmond (M.C.G)
Essendon v St Kilda (Docklands)

‘til Thursday

Tony

24 August 2008
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Appendix 1 : Cumulative Tipping Performance – All Tipsters
c


